
 
Join the $100,000 “Vote With Your Dollars” Winter Campaign!

Election season is upon us, but there is no debate: 
people in crisis are hurting. We need real and effective 

solutions now.

By donating to A Safe Haven, you directly cast your 
ballot to support community-based, individualized 

programs with a proven track record of helping the 
homeless achieve sustainable self-sufficiency.

$.79 of every $1 at A Safe Haven goes directly to 
services and programs to transform lives.

We need 2000 people to donate $50 by quarter’s end.

Take a stand during election season: donate and sign 
the petition by mail or at www.ASafeHaven.org.

Your Gift at Work: A Family Reunites

Please make more stories like Charmaine’s possible by donating, perhaps in 
honor or memory of a loved one, by mail or at ASafeHaven.org.

Charmaine Bowman, from Skokie, IL, was depressed when her mother passed 
away from cancer when Charmaine was just 23. She self-medicated with 
drugs, which, she says wryly, “did not make my situation any better.” The result-
ing addiction led to incarceration and a rock bottom when she gave birth in 
prison to her daughter, Aniya. When released in 2009, Charmaine resolved to 
get her life together and reunite with her two oldest children. Luckily, she found 
A Safe Haven.

After receiving treatment, Charmaine took advantage of all A Safe Haven 
had to offer. She began with morning meditations and attended 12-step meet-
ings and pre-employment classes. She enrolled in our Landscaping & Snow 
Removal Professional Institute, which allowed her to transition to her own apart-
ment. “I went from a kid that could barely clean my room to keeping the whole 
apartment clean.”

Charmaine is graduating from the Landscaping Profes-
sional Institute with marketable skills and plans to enroll 
in school. Having demonstrated stable employment and 
housing, she is regaining custody of her sons Anthony, who 
earns A’s and B’s, and Alex, named “Most Improved” in 
kindergarten. Charmaine rises before dawn to take Aniya 
to daycare and get to work; in the evening she attends fi-
nancial literacy classes and the daycare’s parent commit-
tee meetings. She still attends 12-step meetings and does 
morning meditations so she can get “that extra little push 
of something positive.”

“I have two extra years of job training experience where I’ve shown that I can 
be reliable. It gives you happiness. You’re up at 4 o’clock going to do some-
thing positive. When I’m taking my kids to school in the morning, I can point to 
the flowers and say, ‘I did that.’ It gives you an accomplishment. It builds your 
self-esteem. It makes you feel good.”

2011 Impact at A Safe Haven

• Job placement and retention rates at A Safe 
Haven hit #1 national ranking

• Voted “Best Marriage 
of Money & Mission” by 
members of the national 
Social Enterprise Alliance

• A Safe Haven served over 
500 homeless veterans who 
served our country

• First-ever “RUN! To End 
Homelessness” 5K and live 
aid concert in Douglas 
Park drew hundreds

• Job fair for residents with 
Southwest Airlines, Marriott, 
Chase Bank, and more

• Opened Veteran Suites,
providing 2-year
transitional housing for 
homeless vets

Be A Part of Ending Homelessness

• Transform a life: make an impact in our 
   “Vote With Your Dollars” Winter Campaign 
   by mail or at ASafeHaven.org.

• Buy Be! nail products & other great gifts that 
   employ and empower via ASafeHaven.org.

• Make an appointment to discuss your long-
   term giving strategy.
• Host a fundraising party: we’ll provide the 
   speaker. Call 773.435.8363.

• Volunteer. Call 773.435.8381.

• Vote Dec. 1 - 31 at LoveBugContest.com for 
   A Safe Haven to win a car to raffle to YOU!

Cast your ballot today to help A Safe Haven reach our 
quarterly goal - $100,000 - to meet increased demand.  

Plus, every campaign donor has the option to include 
your name on a petition to all levels of government

that taxpayer money should be spent just as wisely.
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Transform a life. Please donate before Dec. 31 to qualify for a 2011 tax deduction.

Making a family self-sufficient through A Safe Haven’s 
programs: under $10,000. The alternative, of homelessness 
or prison & foster care: over $50,000 with low results. 
Take action - vote with your dollars at ASafeHaven.org



Some 2011 Highlights at A Safe Haven

• Built on-site urban farms with Kellogg School of Managment & 
   Yellow Tractor Program!
• We built a playground with the help of KaBOOM!, Dr Pepper 
   Snapple, and Rahm Emanuel and his family.
• We were in ABC, WGN, WBEZ, MakeItBetter, Loyola Mag, Crain’s,
   Negocios Now, Al-Jazeera English, & Comcast Newsmakers

Inside
• Mother of 3 overcomes depression, addiction, 
   and homelessness to reunite with family!

• The record-breaking winter weather combines 
   with record homelessness, unemployment, and 
   foreclosures... What can you do?

Plus...
• Shop for gifts that make a difference!

• Need commercial snow removal? Call (773) 435-
   8393 to hire our social enterprise & create jobs!

Economic and political realities demand a new approach. Support an innovative, comprehensive

model to end homelessness sustainably for nearly 4,000 individuals every year.

2750 West Roosevelt Road

Chicago, Illinois 60608

“A Safe Haven is a model for this kind of thing throughout 
the country, and probably should be throughout the world.”  
       -Award-winning WGN journalist Rick Kogan

With your help, A Safe Haven can create jobs to help the 
homeless become self-sufficient and stay warm this winter 
and beyond, Look inside.

2011: A Safe Haven By The Numbers

Totals are 1/1/11-11/17/11, scaled through 12/31/11. Service plans and programs are administered based on individual needs.
*Employment success rates are for participants in A Safe Haven’s U.S. Department of Labor-funded workforce development program.
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$3,898,900: Total annual estimated earnings of residents placed into employment in the last 12 months


